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ABSTRACTS: 
The Lost Female Tradition: Predecessors, Contemporaries and Successors of James Joyce in Irish Writing.

Margarita Estévez Saá (University of Santiago de Compostela)

Participantes: Margarita Estévez Saá (University of Santiago de Compostela) (Chair), María Jesús Lorenzo Modia and José Manuel Estévez Saá (University of A Coruña), José María Tejedor Cabrera (University of Sevilla)
The purpose of this round table is to present the objectives, hypothesis, methodology and initial results of our research project. Our main aim is to outline a lost tradition of Irish women’s writing in the English language, whose origin can be traced to the first half of the nineteenth century, a tradition which has influenced and has been influenced by the figure and work of the Irish writer, James Joyce, something which it is our intention to demonstrate. The significance of these writers with regard to Joyce’s work has not been studied before, in spite of the fact that female predecessors are mentioned in his fiction, private letters and critical essays; it is known that Joyce had many contacts with some contemporary women writers; and, above all, that later female novelists, poets and dramatists paid homage to him as their literary forerunner.

Keywords: Irish literature, James Joyce, Irish women’s writing, literary influence

Queer Space(s)

Pedro Antonio Férez Mora (Universidad de Murcia)

Participants: Pedro Antonio Férez Mora (Chair), Juan Antonio Suárez Sánchez and Juan Francisco Belmonte Ávila (University of Murcia).
Is there such a thing as queer space? Does queerness privilege specific locations and ways to inhabit them? What can the interaction between spaces and queerness contribute to the overall understanding of the queer ethos? Attempting to answer these questions is the main aim of this round table. In line with wider research project of which this round table is a mere sample, our proposal reacts against the emphasis that queer theory and queer studies have placed on the psychic mechanisms of identity-formation, subjectivity and identification. This emphasis has often resulted in excessively abstract formulations that portray queerness as a “gaseous state” devoid of any productive materialistic thrust. In order to counter this dematerialization of queerness, our round table will take an anti-subjectivist stance and will explore how queer texts and practices capture the interaction between anti-normative sexualities and social space. 

Keywords: queer, urban, provincial, cyberspace, rhizome

Going Further than Ever Before: Women in the Roosevelt Era

María Luz Arroyo Vázquez (UNED)

Participants: María Luz Arroyo Vázquez (Chair), Mª Eugenia Sánchez Suárez and Catalina Torres Marquínez (UNED)

This round table will focus on the women’s progress in the Age of Roosevelt. During the Roosevelt administration, women were appointed to high government positions. Women served as heads of New Deal agencies and as political advisers and played large roles in the New Deal’s relief programs.

We will examine the significant role that some of these women had during the Roosevelt era, a period in which not only women reached keys posts in the Roosevelt administration but also could become artists and writers and overcome all kinds of difficulties. 

Therefore, we want to pay acknowledgement and tribute to those women artists and writers who proved their talent and self-worth and to the ones who participated in politics and social welfare legislation and who were committed with the defence of social reforms.

Keywords: women’s participation, high government positions, public life, progress, New Deal

‘They might be better off denied coverage’: The Ordinary (Electronic) Discourse of Domestic Violence

Patricia Bou-Franch (University of Valencia)
Domestic violence, the worst form of gender-based inequality in society, remains a pervasive phenomenon that constitutes a widespread social, public and human rights problem affecting millions of women the world over. Communication scholars from different areas have studied the discourse of violence against women but have invariously focused on institutional settings. However, the discriminatory, gendered discourse of the institutions “...must have its origins in, and be sustained through, ordinary talk of all kinds across many settings” (Stokoe 2010: 79; cf. Bengoechea 2010). 
Drawing on (computer-mediated and critical) discourse analysis (Fairclough 2003; Van Leeuwen 1996), the aims of this paper are twofold: to explore how ordinary users represent domestic violence and to examine the practices employed to legitimate and justify arguments. The locus for inspection of ordinary citizen’s discourse on domestic violence is a corpus of readers’ responses to an electronic newspaper article. Results show that, indeed, abuse-perpetuating practices abound in the ordinary discourse under examination.

Keywords: domestic violence, ordinary discourse, readers’ responses, computer-mediated communication
War Heroes and Pacifists on the Same Front: Re-reading Heroism in Two Imperial War Memoirs

María Cristina Pividori (Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona)

This article explores the notion of heroism in Victorian war literature by analyzing the figure of the soldier-hero in two imperial war memoirs: Captain Mowbray Thomson’s The Story of Cawnpore: The Indian Mutiny and John Pearman’s The Radical Soldier’s Tale. While The Story of Cawnpore is an emblematic example of what we call the Victorian hero myth, that is, the effective merging of traditional heroism, war as adventure and imperialism in mid-to late-nineteenth century Britain “ The Radical Soldier’s Tale appears to posit an alternative to this widely accepted view, challenging its assumed universality and immutability. By analyzing Pearman’s innovative revision of heroism, in contrast to Thomson’s more conventional representation of the theme, this article attempts to illustrate both the traditional construction and a possible re-reading of the subject taking place in the same period. In order to do so, we focus on the three main aspects around which the representation of the nineteenth-century soldier-hero is articulated: the consolidation of traditional heroic manhood in the context of imperial war, the complex social justification of war and the demonization of the Other as a way of validating the heroic self. Particular attention is given to the fact that Pearman’s shift towards a more complex appreciation of the heroic subject appears to anticipate similar patterns occurring in the literature written during and after World War One. 

Private Voices, Public Selves: Nurses in the Limelight during the First World War

Mª Teresa Gómez Reus (University of Alicante)

This presentation examines the war diaries of Elsie Knocker and Mairi Chisholm, two British nurses who became legendary during the Great War for the first-aid post they had set up in the ruins of a shell-battered village, only yards behind the Belgian trenches. Against critics who have considered their journals unworthy of critical interest, this paper argues that they are rich in interpretative possibilities. A close reading of the manuscript diaries in conjunction with the public version underscores not only the new possibilities of agency and fulfilment that the war had conferred on some women, but also the gendered negotiations of identity that affected them when exposing their experiences at the front to the public eye during the “topsy-turvy” years of 1914-1918.

"While Men Sleep..." Subversión del discurso de Género en Revolutionary Road 

Macarena García-Avello Fernández-Cueto (University of Oviedo)

Revolutionary Road (1961) es la primera novela del escritor norteamericano Richard Yates. La obra se sitúa en 1955, época en la que destaca el opresivo discurso de género, posteriormente conocido como “la mí​stica de la feminidad”. Este trabajo se propone tomar como punto de partida el malestar que genera el discurso dominante en el matrimonio de los Wheeler con el fin de analizar las diferentes actitudes que adoptan los dos protagonistas. Mientras el personaje masculino opta por habitar una vida ficticia que no se corresponde con la realidad, la protagonista constantemente busca liberarse de este orden social. Por tanto, a lo largo de este estudio se ahondará en la representación subversiva de las identidades de género mostrada en la novela.

Keywords: Revolutionary Road, dominant discourse, gender, sleep, subversion.

Traces of Herstory: Reinventing Womanhood in the Kate Fansler Mystery Series by Amanda Cross

Emma Domínguez Ruíz (University of Lleida)

“As long as women are isolated one from the other, not allowed to offer other women the most personal accounts of their lives, they will not be part of any narrative of their own” (Heilbrun 1988, 46) Although the American writer and Columbia professor Carolyn Gold Heilbrun (1926-2003) is best known for her best-selling mystery novels, published under the pseudonym of Amanda Cross, she also authored remarkable pieces of non-fiction in which she asserted her long-standing commitment to feminism. Works such as Reinventing Womanhood (1979), Writing a Woman’s Life (1988) and Hamlet’s Mother and Other Women (1990) explore the ways in which womanhood is experienced within a literary and cultural tradition that lacks models of female achievement with which women can identify. Taking Heilbrun’s essays in feminism and literary criticism as a basis and her 1990 novel The Players Come Again as substantiation to my argument, this paper will try to illustrate the ways in which her detective novels became an instrument to reach a mass audience of female readers who might not have read her theoretical work but who were perhaps finding it difficult to reach fulfilment as women under patriarchy. My aim is to reveal the extent to which Heilbrun’s seemingly more superficial and much more commercial novels were used a catalyst that informed her feminist principles while vindicating the need to repair women’s historical invisibility and male appropriation of women’s voices.

Keywords: gender, patriarchy, cross, detective

The Rose, the Mirror and the Word: A Comparative Study of Carol Ann Duffy’s poem “Mrs Beast” and Jean-Marie LePrince de Beaumont’s fairytale “Belle et la Bête”

Magdalena Vázquez Amer (University Illes Balears)

From their authorial position, remaining mainly an oral source of literature, fairytales have dodged historical influences and have widely avoided their due themaic and stylistic evolution for centuries. In The World's Wife, Carol Ann Duffy responds to the supposed authority of fairytales by rewriting their female characters. Duffy’s rewriting of the character of Beauty reaches out to the 18th century original version, establishing a dialectic relationship between two sides to the same female character, among which remain the basic paradigms where Duffy can highlight what Jeanne-Marie LePrince de Beaumont barely hinted at, two centuries ago.

Keywords:gender studies, fairytale, poetry, women and Beauty and the Beast.
Joanna Ellen Wood: A Silenced Female Author in early English Canadian Fiction

Natalia Rodríguez Nieto (University of Salamanca)

Joanna E. Wood’s case is one of the most significant from early female English Canadian literature. She did not only contribute to Canadian letters with an innovative novel and the first realistic and critical account of regionalism in Canada but was one of the first complete female literary figures in a modern sense. Wood dedicated her professional life to literature as a writer and commentator, so that the oversight of her contributions on behalf of mainstream literary criticism in Canada is curious, to say the least. In her best known novel, The Untempered Wind (1894), Wood introduces a challenging feminist message and offers a sharp critical portrayal of Canadian regionalist society. Female characters are especially significant since they act both as feminist paradigms and spokeswomen of puritan morality. The main feminist emblem of The Untempered Wind is its female protagonist, Myron Holder, who brings into question both the narrowness of Canada’s patriarchal society and female literary representation. Furthermore, the contrast between Myron together with the male character of Homer Wilson and conventional puritan women offers a critical portrait of Canadian regionalism as well as voices a plea for common sisterhood as a powerful strategy to advance women’s cause within a restrictive patriarchal system. The innovative and subversive closure of the novel and its realistic approach to Canada as well as the feminist message and social critique on regional Canada it entails speak for the challenging nature of The Untempered Wind. According to Carrie MacMillan, “Wood is important to the development of feminist themes in Canadian literature. She is also significant, in her accurate and ‘felt’ depiction of place, to the development of realism in the Canadian novel’” (200). Joanna E. Wood and The Untempered Wind then deserve a significant place within English Canadian literary history, and consequently in its literary tradition and identity, yet to be accomplished. 

Keywords: Joanna Ellen Wood, The Untempered Wind, early female english canadian literature, feminism, social criticism and regionalism
Medicine and Female Monstrosity in Neo-Victorian Fiction: Belinda Starling’s The Journal of Dora Damage (2007)

Lea Heiberg Madsen (University of Málaga)

Victorian medical advances, along with Darwinian science, triggered an increasingly medicalized understanding of “human” which pervaded all spheres of nineteenth-century culture and came to play a crucial role in the Victorians\' perceptions of the body and mind. The medico-scientific differentiation between “complete” and “incomplete” subjects provided the backdrop for a wide range of pathological categories whereby to distinguish the “deviants” which, in addition, proved particularly pertinent for women. Medical discourses on female corporeality became intertwined with Victorian popular culture, reinforcing the notion of women’s bodies as unstable, abnormal and monstrous. Medicine thus worked in tandem with the Victorian divide between women as either angles or demons, consolidating the notion of female monstrosity. Belinda Starling’s The Journal of Dora Damage (2007) reflects how medical science both excited and relieved the Victorians’ anxieties, and how medical and cultural intertextuality worked to impose social control over the outsiders. The novel recalls the nineteenth-century discourses that pathologised women and defined their bodies as monstrous to, then, subvert and deconstruct them, offering a re-presentation of the female figure. In contesting the Victorians’ constructions of female monstrosity, however, the novel simultaneously questions the influence of today’s medical-scientific discourses on popular perceptions of the woman and her body.

Keywords: neo-victorian fiction, female monstrosity, female corporeality, medicine, re-vision
Mitología clásica escrita por mujeres en la prensa del siglo XIX

Laura Monrós Gaspar (University of Valencia)
El objetivo del presente estudio es analizar la presencia de la mitología clásica reescrita por mujeres en la prensa del siglo XIX por medio del trabajo Proserpine. Arranged as a Tableau for drawing-room performance de Julia Goddard publicado en Young England en 1880. Como demostraremos, la transmisión de la mitología greco-latina en la prensa decimonónica permite aproximarnos a la construcción de la cultura victoriana desde espacios poco ortodoxos que amplían los horizontes de conocimiento de una era que sustenta la creación de las sociedades contemporáneas.













